
The Subversive Pedagogy of Belgrade Surrealism: 

Aleksandar Vučo and Dušan Matić’s  

The Fine Feats of the “Five Cockerels” Gang 

 

The 1933 collaborative surrealist book The Fine Feats of the “Five Cockerels” 

Gang marks the end of the historical avant-gardes in Yugoslavia.  Created by 

two prominent Belgrade Surrealists –Aleksandar Vučo, who wrote the verses, 

and Dušan Matić, who authored the foreword and created collages and the 

accompanying prose texts which “explain” them—The Fine Feats is one of the 

examples of avant-garde photopoetry books for children, and a rare example of 

the surrealist “novel in verse” accompanied by photomontages.  The lecture 

introduces the lesser-known practices of the Belgrade Surrealists, explains their 

inclination towards the renewal of children’s literature focusing particularly on 

The Fine Feats, and discusses the aesthetic and ideological concepts that the 

Belgrade Surrealists developed and put in service to the Revolution.  Examining 

these surrealist concepts—the wall, the marvelous, spacing/doubling, and the 

interval—the lecture unpacks the latent meanings and emancipatory potential of 

this societally meaningful pedagogical project.  Finally, the author offers a close 

inspection of few of Matić’s collages and accompanying prose captions from 

the book and their subversive, “Aesopian” role within the symbolic economies 

of contemporary Yugoslav society.  The lecture concludes by delineating the 

historical trajectory of the Belgrade surrealist circle and subsequent editions of 

The Fine Feats in socialist Yugoslavia. 
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